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SUBJECT: RESULTS OF FRENCH COOPERATION MINISTER GALLEY'S VISIT 
TO BANGUI 

1 . THE FRENCH MINISTER OF COOPERATION ROBERT GALLEY VISITED 
BANGUI OCTOBER 2-7. ACCORDING TO FRENCH AMBASSADOR PICQUET, 

THE VISIT WAS A CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS. GALLEY HAD TWO 
MEETING WITH THE EMPEROR. OF WHICH ONE WAS ALONE AND A 
LARGE BANQUET WAS GIVEN IN HIS HONOR BY BOKASSA. HE MET 

IN SUBSTANTIVE SESSIONS WITH ALL KEY MINISTERS. 

2. IN THE VARIOUS WORKING SESSIONS DURING HIS VISIT GALLEY 
ADDRESSED OUTSTANDING AID ISSUES BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
ON A MINISTRY BY MINISTRY BASIS. A) PUBLIC WORKS: HE 
REAFFIRMED THE FRENCH OFFER TO PROVIDE TWO LIGHT ROAD 
MAINTENANCE UNITS AND THE NECESSAARY FUNDS FOR THE TRAINING 
OF CENTRAL AFRICAN MAINTENANCE EXPERTS. HE WARNED, HOWEVER, 

THAT THE GOCAE WOULD HAVE TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT TRUCKS WERE 
NOT OVERLOADED AND THAT RAIN BARRIERS WERE USED IF THE PRO- 
GRAM WAS TO BE EFFECTIVE. B) HEALTH: THE GOCAE ASKED FOR 
ASSISTANCE IN THE MODERNIZATION OF THE BANGUI HOSPITAL AND 
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FOR AN INCREASE IN FUNDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF MEDICINES FROM 
250 TO 300 MILLION CFA. GALLEL INDICATED A WILLINGNESS TO 
BE HELPFUL. HE ALSO ASKED THE GOCAE TO SPECIFY ITS PRIORITIES 
AMONG THE VARIOUS ITEMS REQUESTED: A PEDIATRIC UNIT, A 
RADIOLOGY UNIT, IMPROVED ELECTRICAL AND WATER FACILITIES, ETC. 

C) TRANSPORTATION: GALLEY INFORMED THE GOCAE THAT THE 
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FRENCH WOULD PROVIDE A CREDIT OF 275 MILLION CFA FOR AIR 
TRAFFIC CONTROL EQUIPMENT. IT WOULD CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
THE RIVER TRANSPORT COMPANY (ACCF) BUT HE ANNOUNCED THAT 
THE RECENT PROVISION OF SPARES FOR THE RIVER FLEET WAS A 
ONE-TIME EFFORT. HE ALSO ASKED THAT THE SENIOR STAFF OF 
ACCF BE GIVEN INDEPENDENT MANAGERIAL AUTHORITY. D) EDUCA- 
TION: GALLEY WAS ASKED IF FRANCE COULD PROVIDE AN 
ADDITIONAL 30 PROFESSORS. THE EDUCATION MINISTRY SUGGESTED 
THIS COULD PERHAPS BE ACCOMPLISHED BY A REDUCTION IN TECH- 
NICAL ASSISTANCE TO OTHER MINISTRIES, SUCH AS FINANCE. GALLEY 
WAS NOT ENCOURAGING ALTHOUGH HE AGREED TO LOOK AT THE 
QUESTION. HE AGREED TO PROVIDE SOME ASSISTANCE TO THE 
NATIONAL SCHOOL OF ADMINISTRATION. E) COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY: THE MINISTER UNDERTOOK TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
TO THAT MINISTRY. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE ABOVE TECHNICAL AREAS ARE ALL 
OF IMPORTANCE TO THE GOCAE, THE KEY QUESTION ON THE AGENDA 
WAS SPECIAL FINANCIL SUPPRT FOR THE CORONATION. AMBASSADOR 
PICQUET HAS TOLD ME THAT VICE PRIME MINISTER MAIDOU AND 
JUSTICE MINISTER POTOLOT HAVE BOTH VISITED PARIS IN RECENT 
WEEKS TO SEEK SUCH AID. MAIDOU SAW GALLEY AND POTOLOT 
PRESIDENT GISCARD. PICQUET HAS CONFIRMED THAT FRANCE WILL 
DO SOMETHING TO COVER CIVIL SERVICE SALARIES FOR THE 
OCTOBER-DECEMBEER PERIOD AND HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE 
PRIME MINISTER WAS PRESSING FOR AN EARLY TRANSFER OF THE 
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FRENCH CONTRIBUTION. PICQUET SAID HE THOUGHT THAT THE 
FIGURE GALLEY OFFERED WAS SUBSTANTIALLY LESS THAN ASKED 
FOR (REPUTEDLY SEVERAL BILLION CFA), THOUGH PROBABLY MORE 
THAN BOKASSA EXPECTED. 

QUAINTON 
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